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ZZYY 01-27-09 African baskets

African Origins of an American Art” Opens at EMCC
Jan. 27, 2009

“Grass Roots: African
Origins of an American
Art” opens next week at
Estrella Mountain
Community College
(EMCC). The exhibition
traces the histories of
coiled basketry in Africa
and America and
explores the evolution of
an ancient art.

Featuring baskets from
the low country of South
Carolina and Georgia,
as well as from diverse
regions of Africa, the
exhibition traces the
story of coiled basketry
from the domestication of rice in Africa, through the trans-Atlantic slave trade and the Carolina rice
plantation, and then into the present day. The display is in honor of Black History Month and will be
available for viewing February 4 — February 26, 2009 in the college’s Plaza Gallery. The college is at
3000 N. Dysart Road in Avondale.

Visitors to the display will experience diverse artifacts including baskets, basket-making tools, and
historic rice cultivation artifacts. “Grass Roots” highlights the remarkable beauty of coiled basketry
and shows how the market basket can be viewed simultaneously as a work of art, object of use, and
container of memory. In this exhibition, the humble but beautifully crafted coiled basket, made in
Africa and the southern United States, becomes a prism in which audiences will learn about creativity
and artistry characteristic of Africans in America from the 17th century to the present.

The exhibition was brought to campus as part of the college’s visual exhibition program which
features nationally recognized art shows throughout the year. This exhibition is toured by Mid-
America Arts Alliance through NEH on the Road, a special initiative of the National Endowment for
the Humanities. “Grass Roots” was organized by the Museum for African Art in New York City. Mid-
America Arts Alliance was founded in 1972 and is the oldest regional non-profit arts organization in
the U.S. For more information, visit www.nehontheroad.org or www.maaa.org.

Photo: African and American baskets from the “Grass Roots: African Origins of an American Art”
exhibition, 2007, courtesy of E.G. Schempf.)

O Services B Real Estate B Cool Resources B Register

Glendale, AZ

A Max : 112°F
{ & Min : 83°F
o r.rs: @ Five-day forecast

Currently : Sunny

O iy

Accounting
Advertising
Animal care
Beauty

Beauty Salons
Ranks

@ Click hereto add @ View more

E Coupons

Accounting
Advertising
Apartments
Assisted living
Auto sales
Realitv

M Click here to add

M View more

GREAT BUY INA ...
$0.00

11-20-2008

POPULAR
DUPLEX
Rraury $000
11-20-2008
@ Click hereto add @ View More

! II--a Friend

i

8/28/2009



P

@ Advance Search

Contact Us | About Us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

©2007 www.westvalley101.com. All right Reserved

http://www.westvalley101.com/staticlinks.php?fn=2ZY'Y-01-27-09-African-baskets 8/28/2009



