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Press Release 

Fire Academy Launches at 
Estrella Mountain Community College August 18
>PRWEB.COM Newswire 

Avondale, AZ (PRWEB) August 02, 2012 

After four years of planning, a Fire Academy 
will be launched at Estrella Mountain 
Community College (EMCC) in Avondale, one 
of the 10 Maricopa County Community 
Colleges. 

Through community partnerships with the fire 
departments in Avondale and Goodyear, the 
academy will fulfill a much-needed resource for 
firefighter training and certification to the 

Southwest Valley.

Beginning in the fall 2012 semester on August 18, FSC102 Fire Department Operations will be 
offered to qualified students that have met the admission criteria. Upon successful completion 
of the class, the students will qualify for the “Firefighter I and II” certification issued by the 
Arizona Center for Fire Service Excellence (AZCFSE).

The new EMCC Fire Academy is a component of the college’s current Fire Science program in 
EMCC’s Public Safety Institute. The certification program required a complex combination of 
community advocacy and partnerships with the Avondale and Goodyear fire departments, 
course planning that met the academic rigor and standards of the AZCFSE, and acquiring the 
equipment and facilities to support the lab training.

“The college has been providing courses in Fire Science Technology, and Emergency 
Response and Operations, so the next logical step was to engage the skills and hands-on 
training needed to enhance the candidate’s confidence and career,” said Avondale’s Fire Chief 
Paul Adams. “EMCC plays a critical role in preparing and supplying us with qualified 
firefighters for the future.”

The classes will be held at the EMCC campus during the week for classroom learning, and on 
Saturdays, the students will have their “lab” at the Avondale/Goodyear Fire Training Facility, 
located on Lower Buckeye Road in Avondale, where they will participate in real training 
activities. A fully-equipped fire truck was purchased by the college for training purposes of its 
academy students, and will be permanently located at the training academy facility.

“For years, several other Maricopa Community Colleges have provided the fire academy 
training needs for the Southwest Valley fire departments. But now with the growth in population 
and land area, it made it necessary for EMCC to help its partner agencies prepare for their 
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current and future need of highly skilled firefighters,” says EMCC Vice President for 
Occupational Education Clay Goodman. “The Avondale and Goodyear fire departments knew 
that it was critical to have EMCC become a designated fire academy with a shared 
commitment to provide a national standard of training.”

Goodyear’s Fire Chief Mark Gaillard since 1986 said that the Academy has been a longtime 
vision and successful collaboration among the community partners. “This is a big deal,” says 
Chief Gaillard. “We’ve been planning this ever since EMCC was built. The Academy is a vital 
resource to train qualified men and women in emergency responsiveness.” Gaillard added that 
it’s important that local students have the benefit of learning from adjunct faculty that are actual 
firefighters who work and live in their community.

The course prerequisites for the four-month academy class are EMT104 Emergency Medical 
Technology and FSC105 Hazardous Materials & First Responder. FSC134 Fitness and 
Conditioning for Firefighters is also required but can be taken concurrently with the new 
academy class, plus a current CPAT (Candidates Physical Ability Test) This test is also 
required every six months for all firefighters trainees according to the International Association 
of FireFighters (IAFF) standards.

The most important admission requirement is that the students must be sponsored by a fire 
department which will provide their firefighting turn-outs (fire suit) and SCBA (self-contained 
breathing apparatus), including the fit certification, but does not cover their tuition and books. 
The academy will provide the industry-standard, customary orange student helmets, which will 
emblazon the EMCC Fire Academy emblem and the students’ names.

“This first cohort class will be limited to 18 students,” says EMCC Fire Academy Director Ed 
Pahl. “It was important to us that we go ‘back to basics.’ Smaller class sizes will improve the 
quality of firefighter training, and really stress the importance of ethics and good decision-
making skills.”

For more information about the EMCC Fire Academy or enrollment, call (623) 935-8466.

Estrella Mountain Community College is one of the 10 regionally accredited Maricopa 
Community Colleges, offering transfer-ready academic courses and job-specific occupational 
training to approximately 15,000 students annually. The flagship campus is located on Thomas 
and Dysart Roads in Avondale and is home to the SouthWest Skill Center. The satellite 
campus, EMCC’s Buckeye Educational Center, is located in downtown Buckeye. Estrella 
Mountain is part of the Maricopa County Community College District, one of the largest 
community college districts in the nation.

Read the full story at http://www.prweb.com/releases/emcc/firescience/prweb9755672.htm

Social

Engage

Press Releases  

Canasil Completes 2012 Exploration Program and 
Outlines Seven Silver-Gold Targets at the Sandra-
Escobar Project in Durango State, Mexico - 
2 mins ago via Marketwire 

TransFreedomTM, Innovative Credit Card 
Processing Pricing Package, Can Save Merchants 
Time and Money - 3 mins ago via PR Newswire 

Announcing HNBA 37th Annual Convention: Aug. 22 
- 25, 2012 - 5 mins ago via PR Newswire 

UBM Electronics' DESIGN East Announces Keynote 
Addresses from Renowned Futurist Mike Walsh and 
MIT Professor Rosalind Picard - 
5 mins ago via PR Newswire 

Portfolio Mobile Updates it's Android, iPhone and 
Mac Stock Portfolio Management Apps - 
6 mins ago via PRWEB 

Hanson Gallery Opens Bill Meek: With Hammer and 
Glass Exhibit - 6 mins ago via PRWEB 

Bloomberg BNA Insights App Wins ACLEA 
Technology 2012 Award of Outstanding 
Achievement - 8 mins ago via PR Newswire 

Regional Medical Center at Memphis Completes 
Rapid Six-Month Implementation of Comprehensive 
Perioperative and Anesthesia Solution from Surgical 
Information Systems - 8 mins ago via PR Newswire 

eFinancialCareers: Education Pays off on Wall 
Street but Debt is Climbing - 8 mins ago via PRWEB 

Ingrid Michaelson, VH1 & the VH1 Save The Music 
Foundation Announce the We Are All "Blood 
Brothers" Contest - 8 mins ago via PR Newswire 

1  2  3  ... 1106  Next»

Recent Activity

Sign Up Create an account or log in to see what 
your friends are doing.

Facebook social plugin

Stuntman Norma Alfredo Ronell G. Richard

Michelle Juliana Julie Tom B

Digital Journal on Facebook

19,672 people like Digital Journal.

Like

 Email this 0  Jon Lovitz labelled racist following Barack Obama criticisms
 

Recommend

Page 2 of 3Fire Academy Launches at Estrella Mountain Community College August 18 - Press Rele...

8/8/2012http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/821482



 

+Add More Content»   Reset Layout»
 

Buy an ad on DigitalJournal.com

Corporate

Contact Us 
About Us 
Jobs 
Media Center 
Advertise 
Leaderboard & Achievements 
Investors & Partners 
Board of Advisers 

Help & Support

Help Center 
Frequently Asked Questions 
Editorial Guidelines 
Terms of Use 
Privacy Policy 
Code of Conduct 

News Links

News Headlines 
News Alerts 
Digital Journal News 
Digital Journal Mobile 
Global Press Releases 
24-7PressRelease.com 

copyright © 2012 digitaljournal.com   |   powered by dell servers

 Email this 0  Jon Lovitz labelled racist following Barack Obama criticisms
 

Recommend

Page 3 of 3Fire Academy Launches at Estrella Mountain Community College August 18 - Press Rele...

8/8/2012http://www.digitaljournal.com/pr/821482


